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denied a funeral altogether; that would be as inflammatory
an action as naming him tyrant. Yet any funeral he was given
would be attended by the populace, who would be more
riotous if they imagined Caesar was being denied his dues even
in death.

Finally, Antonius appealed to Brutus as a man of strong
common sense and civic probity. Let Brutus decide.

Brutus declared that it would be unwise to annoy the people
with prohibitions needlessly liable to look like insults to
Caesar. He agreed with the consul.

Antonius smiled. He had discovered how to defeat Cassius;
he had only to appeal to Brutus.

The Senate voted that a publicfuneral be accorded to Caesar.

THAT afternoon all the relations of Caesar assembled at the
house of Antonius. Calpurnia was there with her father;
she had not wanted to come but could think of no excuse;
she sat with her eyes fixed on the floor and never raised them.
The Abbess of the Vestals had been asked to bring the will
in person. Antonius refused to touch the will till the assembly
was complete; then he asked all present to satisfy themselves
as to the state of the bound and sealed tablets; then only did
he break the seals and hand the will to a slave, a litteratus,
who read out the contents.

Caesar's three nephews were appointed his heirs. Gaius
Octavius was given three-quarters of the property, Pinarius
and Pedius were to share the remaining quarter. Provision
was made for the birth of a son. (This it was that Calpurnia
had been dreading; she was rigid with agony.) Several of
the murderers were named as guardians of that unconceiyed
child; Decimus Brutus, Antonius, and others were named
as joint4egatees in case one of the nephews was unable to
inherit. A vast legacy was left to the people: 300 sesterces
to each citizen, and the large garden-estate beyond the Tiber
with all its art-collections.

No mention yet of an adoption. Antonius listened with a
feeling of heavy sadness. What did it all matter? Life had
uttered itself magnificently in Caesar, but that was all over
now. That was the real property of Csesar> and how could
he bequeath it?